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by Alexander Cockburn 


FOR SOMF MONTHS the air has been thick with tales of 
ncwsfcrrets trying to weave some sort of connection between 
the Watergate gang and the attempted assas.sination of 
George Wallace. The Insight team from the London Sunday 
Times did their best and even summoned the Executive 
Features editor. Bruce Page, over from London to evaluate 
what they had. Page was not convinced. Reports that CBS 
had a photograph of Gordon Liddy with Bremer .seem to boil 
down to a shadowly mustachioed figure in the background of 
the famous newsfilm of the Wallace .shooting. The FBI is 
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lJul ebbing speculation is .sure to be revived by an enormous article in the 

New York Review of Rooks, due on the New York ncu.sstand.s on December 
3. The anieie is by Gore Vidal and unuU*7.es in great detail mueh of K. 
Howard llunt*s eopious literary output and also bis operations ns a CTA 
itinerant, and. more recently, plumlier. (On the subject of the plumbers, 
incidentally, he digs up an old AP London disp«itch quoting former CIA 
official Myles Copeland as saying that senior CIA men arc convinced that 
Muskle's famou.s breakdown during the eam|iaign was cau.scd by Hunt or 
henchmen .spiking the Senator’s drink with “a sophisticated form of USD.** 
Copeland has sub.scquently confinned this.» But readers of the NYUB 
preparing to embark on Vidal’s essay will be chiefly surprised to note that 
among the Books Reviewed on the opening page of the piece is “An 
As.sas.sin’$ Diary” by Arthur Bremer. ' 


Near the end of the ariicie.. Vidal, after di.scussing Hunt's litorarv 
meimids and political outlook, turns his allcniiou to the strategic 
importance to Nixon of Wallace's wbccllwund departure from the 1972 
campaign. He then ponders clo.sely the liicrary .style of ilu? Bromcr diarv. 
“For .someone.” ho notes. ”who is .suppo.scd to be ilcarlv illiter.aie there are 
startling litcraiy references and fUmri.shr.s in the Bremer diarv.” And after 
further analysis he concludes. “If Bremer lives to be rc-c.xamincd, one 
. wondem if ho will tell us what company he kept during the spring of 197’> 
and whether or not a nice man helped him write his diarv ” A 
•wmewhal off-handed paragraph by Vid.il docs add lh.il he doci liol think 
Hum had a hand in wriling Bremer s diary on the ground that it is "bevond 
H. H. s known literary competence.” 


. cr.»ap 5 me computer analysis will edge us to the truth. I^t autumn, it 
will be remembered. Woodward and Bernstein reported that Hunt told the 
En-in committee investigators that Colson h.-id told him, an hour after 
Wallace was shot, to Ry to Milwaukee and burglarize Bremer’s flat. Colson 
denied the story. 


